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Dullstroom Ratepayers’ Association is a
fully constituted non-profit organization set
up to represent the community interests of
all Dullstroom residents and ratepayers.
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As most members will be aware, Dullstroom has been significantly affected by a severe shortage of water during the
last month. There has also been a breakdown of the single
pump at the water processing plant which just aggravated the
situation. Following a meeting called by the Municipality and
Department of Water & Sanitation to which Mike Allen and I
were invited, it was stated that water must be released from an
up-stream dam to help alleviate the situation. This was done
on 7th November and has eased the situation to a degree.
Inspections by the DWS enforcement officer of all farms etc.
around the upstream Crocodile river found no infringement of
regulations – just a number of very dry stream beds and dams !
th
5 November 2019
The pump was out of action for just over 48 hours – thereby
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not filling reservoirs which then emptied – and it was only
following a request from the DRA for the intervention of the
Executive Mayor that this issue was resolved. For many years
we have been campaigning for additional water storage to
provide for times such as these but little has been done. We
have now formally requested that the matter be looked into by
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qualified personnel and suggested that one or more of the
following could provide the solution on a long-term basis :
- Raise the dam wall by 1.5 metres. This was investigated
8th November 2019
several years ago but the cost at that time was said to
be prohibitive at about R60-million.
- Install permanent piping and pump, with valve, to transfer water from the lower dam directly to the water
plant to augment supply from the main dam during winter months.
- Recycle purified water from the sewerage plant back into the Crocodile catchment. Currently all such water
is released into the Oliphants catchment.
We will, of course keep this matter on our list of priorities in discussion with the municipality.
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On 14th November Vernon Kruger was lifted by
helicopter into a small barrel on a pole 26-metres above
the ground on Kruger Plain. He had been invited by the
Guinness Book of Records to attempt to beat his own
record of 67 days and gladly took up the challenge !
There has been great support from Dullstroomers and
local restaurants are providing him with food on a
rotational basis. Some are questioning his sanity in
doing this – especially in view of the rain and
thunderstorms we have had during the last week or so.
Please come and support him and make a donation
which will be split between Epilepsy SA and the Belfast
Children’s Home.
We’re delighted to advise that Dullstroom will once again host the season’s opening event of the Mpumalanga 400
Cross-Country on 28th and 29th February 2020. Last year the number of rally-entrants included a number of
international teams and we look forward to them visiting us
again. The official opening will take place on Kruger Plain
(Village Green !) at 13.00 on 28th and will then be followed
by racing over a circuit of about 70km to decide the starting
positions for the main races which take place the following
day. There will be several vantage points along the almost
200-kilometer course which will be raced twice. Once again,
Johan Horn of Malalane Toyota – the main sponsor of this
event – will be donating school shoes for some of the
children of Sakhelwe.
From the Friday through Saturday evening, the ‘pits’ and
working areas are open to view free of charge subject to the teams being agreeable. Well worth a visit !!!
A final draft of the new Emakhazeni Land Use Scheme is available for view using the following link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1F1ZInzcD0_GixmQMGf8MYasHixGJicS0?usp=sharing Comments must be
submitted by 10th December to : THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER, NKANGALA DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, 2A WALTER
SISULU STREET, MIDDELBURG, 1050 (Directorate: Planning and Economic Development, Attention: Mr. Prince
Mangani). This is a very comprehensive document which classifies all permitted uses of land/buildings etc. within
the municipality as well as indicating the areas in which these uses are allowed. It will come into effect once the
final document has been accepted, passed by Council and promulgated. It should be noted that if the permitted
land use as shown in the document differs from the actual land use, it will be the responsibility of the land owner to
prove that the existing use was legally permitted prior to the new rules.
George Skinner is our representative for Tourism and has reported that sound progress is being made by the
Regional Tourism Office for the District and the Local Tourism Office for ELM arising out of the finalisation of the
Mpumalanga Tourism Development and Stakeholder Engagement Blueprint This framework is between the
Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development and Tourism, MTPA, and District and Local Municipalities of
Mpumalanga on the one hand and the private tourism sector represented by the three RTOs and the local LTOs in
every local municipality area. The LTO for us is known as the Mpumalanga Highlands Meander Tourism Association.
A strong MHMTA committee is now in place representing all four villages in the Association, a Membership Benefits
Statement and Application form has been prepared, and a website is in the process of being created to which the
websites of each village can been linked. All shortcomings of local government affecting tourism have been
submitted to all three levels of tourism government, and proactive responses have been received.

We understand that interviews are currently taking place for the post of Municipal Manager following Ms ‘Lizzy’
Tshabalala’s resignation at the end of September. An appointment is likely to be made in January.
After some considerable pressure on the authorities, we have managed to get Provincial Roads Department to carry
out some quite extensive repairs to Naledi Drive during the last couple of weeks. We have also reminded them that
road markings and signage need to be attended to as well !
The water-borne sewerage system was installed on the new 130+ housing development on the south-eastern side of
the Tonteldoos road, opposite Sakhelwe, earlier this year but we have heard officially that the development will only
be carried out over a period of several years due to budgetary constraints. Apart from the potable water
infrastructure which needs to be installed, at least one new pump house will be required to carry the sewerage from
the lowest part of the development up to the processing plant on the other side of the small valley. Of course, we
are still concerned at the availability of potable water and the ability of the sewerage plant to cope with the
additional load.
As this will be the final newsletter of 2019, may the Committee wish all members of our Association – indeed,
everyone – a very happy festive season and best wishes for 2020.

Kind regards,

Peter St Clair,
Vice Chairman

By the way, you don’t necessarily have to be a
ratepayer to join our Association ! Membership is
open to all ratepayers AND/OR residents of
Dullstroom & Sakhelwe. Do you have a neighbour or
friend who is not a member ? Ask them to join and
support us.
Not a member ??

Join now !!

Only R120/year

dullstroom@vodamail.co.za

